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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?

OWRC is always looking for volunteers to
write quality articles for the newsletter. If
you have been involved with a project or
issue that other OWRC members would be
interested in and would like to share your
thoughts about it, please call the OWRC
office. Articles can be short and sweet or
severalparagr aphs |
WaterWorks newsletter is published
quarterly.

ong. (

A Note from President Trosi
Sunshine on the Santiam, finally some sun and warming temps
andld6mstuck attempting my first g
might be more productive to be out helping the crews relocate a
ditch to make a new low pressure linear system travel a greater
distance so a field of big gun sprinklers can be eliminated.
However,| & m s uartiele willlbé ®th informative and
interesting to youd and rewarding to me.

My Presidential duties have been limited but interesting
so far. | just had the opportunity to represent OWRC at the
Hermiston Irrigation District& (HID) 100-year Celebration of Water
Delivery. HID Board Chairman Chuck Miller and HID Manager
Chuck Wilcox did an excellent job in presenting an informative
and well organized program that was well attended by the local
community. | was impressed to see lots of district patrons, local
elected officials, and officials from Bureau of Reclamation,
including Karl Wirkus, BOR Deputy Commissioner, and Bill
McDonald, BOR Regional Director. Also had several
representatives from other irrigation districts in attendance,
maybe they were there to see how to put on a great 100 year
celebration or maybe they were there to see how theirs
compared. In any case, it was really good to see other districts in
attendance. Hl D6 s pincluded acouple of local historians
who gave their account of the development and history of the
district. It was also interesting to learn that the district has around
1200 water users and delivers water to about 10,000 acres, and
to do that they maintain one dam, two diversions, and over 120
miles of canals and pipelines.

In other news, as President, and with the OWRC board,
we have appointed committee chairs for the year. | really
appreciate their willingness to serve and chair the committees as
it does take time away from our regular duties. | think it is
important for you to know who those committee chairs are and
what committees OWRC has in effect. They are: Legislative,
Chuck Wilcox; Federal Affairs, Mark Thalacker; Membership, Bev
Bridgewater; Annual Conference, John Buckley. If you have
issues or questions relating to these committees feel free to
contact them or our OWRC staff.

Now that my first three days of drafting this column is
completed, the sun is gone, rain is back, and the ditch is probably
dug, so | guess | will go see what else is going on in the Santiam
Water Control District. Stay tuned.

- Larry Trosi , OWRC President
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORG ANNUAL REPORT:I

During the Membership Meeting at the 2007 Annual
Conference, | presented an annual report for 2007.
It seemed appropriate to provide a summary of that
report in this newsletter.

OWRCG6s strength I|ies i
members to its mission and purpose. Those who
serve on the Board of Directors contribute untold
hours and energy to OWRC providing leadership and
guidance for the organization. Their service extends
far beyond the Board meetings to committees and
task forces, the annual conference and workshop,
and an invaluable willingness to help staff whenever
we ask. Those members who serve on committees
work to provide well thought out recommendations to
the Board. This often takes many hours of
committee meetings. And then there are those who
help at the conference, put together workshops and
other meetings, and contribute their expertise and
knowledge willingly and graciously. Without this
commitment, our work as staff would be much more
difficult and far less effective.

n

The addition of April Snell as Assistant Director met
a long-term goal of the Board. With the addition of a
third staff person, we can expand our services to our
members and strengthen OWRC. Apr i | 6 s
contributions are already apparent through her work
with the Membership Services Committee and her
help with the Federal Affairs Committee.

The 2007 Legislative Session ended in June.
Hi ghlights of the
included the passage of several bills that help our
member districts:

A Provides protections for water control districts
when cities annex land. Amend annexation
statutes to include water control districts in the
list of districts whose boundaries are not changed
when a city annexes property. Irrigation districts
are already included in the list of protected
districts.

Extends the Business Energy Tax Credit to
hydroelectric projects up to 10 megawatts.

Amends the hydropower statutes to provide for
an expedited Water Resources Department
permitting process for hydro projects (under 5
megs) that use an existing water right with a
requirement that the diversion have a fish screen.
The Oregon Farm Bureau proposed this and
invited OWRC to participate and co-sponsor the
bill.

A Extends technical assistance provided by
the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife for fish screens to districts.

HB 3203 would have provided funding for the studies

t hleé':\dln(g pnt]onjihetm aehacftlon d{gSlgn qn%

session

constru ction Of a water supply, conservatlon or reuse
project. The funding would have been on a 50/50
match with other non-state funding. While HB 3203
was not enacted, the coalition of agriculture and
municipal water interests that worked to move the bill
remains committed to moving a similar bill in the
2008 Supplemental Session.

During 2007, OWRC sponsored a variety of
education and training opportunities for members,
including the following:

A District Manag:®eThesfiGtwdgo r k s h
held in January 2007 at Salishan. The managers
selected the topics for the workshop and
provided the content. It was intended to be an
opportunity for district managers to learn from
each other about different issues in district
management and operations and take advantage
of their varied experiences and expertise. While
the beach and grounds at the facility were
covered in snow, the room was alive with
discussions. All reports are that the workshop
exceeded expectations and should become an
annual event.

A

f

Fall Water Law Seminar: Focused on the 2007
b agisladiwy B¢3gion with presgntatons on the
bills that affect district management and water
delivery. Mi ke Carri
Natural Resources, told the attendees that the
Governor has included water as one of his three
legacy proposals for the 2009 Legislative
Session and challenged those in the room to help
the Governor develop his water proposal for the
Legislature.

er

2007 Annual Conference: We had the largest
attendance for any of our conferences in Hood
River at our Annual Conference. Highlights
included the Wednesday lunch presentation by
Senator Gordon Smith. Earlier that day Bureau
of Reclamation Commissioner Bob Johnson
joined us for the first time. Congressman Greg
Walden unexpectedly joined us for lunch on
Thursday.

Office Managers Workshop: The Office
Managerso6 meetings took
year but were restarted in October with a meeting

a
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in Salem. There is more information about this OWRC and the Bureau of Reclamation continued the
and other events later in this newsletter. training program we had designed for Bureau
employees to learn about district operations by
spending some days with irrigation district managers.
This year the program was at the Owhyee Project

2007 was the first session of the 110" Congress.
OWRC has been involved in several specific bills
during the year. Early in the year Senators Wyden A o . )
and ngith )i/ntroducedys 152%/ fisheries Restgration W!th VISIts to t_he _Owhy_ee_lrrlgatlon District and the
and Irrigation Mitigation.A ct of 200706 wh Fikl%gfﬁwew Irrigation District (part of the South Board
reauthorizes FRIMA. Marc Thalacker testified on ]?f rc()jntrol). S.'X Blareag ;armployee_s spent af[rt_oial tO];f
OWRCG6s behalf in front of Quhl8ysEUpine detres, (o fo fliangt sigh,
Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on including maintenance crews, operations sta T, office
Water and Power. Congressman DeFazio staff and managers. This year we were joined by

introduced HR 3830, the companion bill in the representatives of an Idaho district and North Unit ID
House ' who will host the program next year.

Working through the National Water Resources 2007 was a busy year and 2008 is p0|s_ed to be Just
Association, OWRC opposes HR 2421 and S 1870, as busy. An O&M workshop was held in January in

both known as the ACI ean Vﬁ&&arigt,rhosﬁdefbg P%d"i]eg ltrriﬂagorq ?i trj:Ctt .ThS f
2007.0 You can find OWRCOEISHHEISHiNigheda gypplemental Sgesign i
effort to redefine federal jurisdiction under the Clean foer t:iiavrv};ter Sr\(/)vgoszl ?(r:a\lllleclinaelzgpc)ima?er t(; Og\e/(;wng:
Water Act on the OWRC website. H20). The Board has scheduled a retreat this winter
We worked to support provisions in the Farm Bill that to plan for the future of OWRC. In the planning

provide funding for water conservation activities by stages are the district man
landowners and districts. For more information, see managers meetings, and the annual conference.

the white paper on the Farm Bill on our website. There has also been discussion about a fall

The fAFeder adborfieoebsita masthet conference focusing on technology and operations.

All of these require membership support in the

letter OWRC sent to our Congressional delegation _ _
planning and execution.

outlining our program for 2007. It included support

for appropriations, the reauthorization of FRIMA, and | started this report recognizing the work members

various water conservation funding and provide and | 61l IT wéhmthank you wi t
authorizations, such as BOR and Water 2025, the for all the work our members give OWRC and add a

RWEP provision of the Farm Bill, Clean Water Act thank you to the staff for their efforts.

Trust Fund, WRDA, etc. T Anita Winkler, OWRC Executive Director

WELCOME WAGON

New OWRC DISTRICT MEMBERS & AFFILIATES

Please extend a warm welcome to our newest affiliate members who have
joined since the last newsletter edition:

Anderson Perry & Associates in LaGrande, Oregon
Ferguson in Redmond, Oregon

Golder Associates in Lake Oswego, Oregon

J-U-B Engineering in Kennewick, Washington
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants in Portland, Oregon w I

Perkins Coie LLP in Portland, Oregon e come!
Stevens Water Monitoring Systems Inc. in Portland, Oregon

> > > > > >

2008 OWRC BOARD MEMBERS

Please extend greetings and many thanks to our new board members as well as those
who are continuing to serve on the OWRC board for 2008. OWRC board members do

THANK YOU more than their fair share of work throughout the year on a variety of issues on the
behalf of both the regions they represent and the organization as a whole. You can
view the 2008 board roster on the back page of this newsletter.
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EVENT UPDATES AND WRAP-UP

2007 WATER LAW SEMINAR

The 2007 Water Law Seminar was held October 17" i 19" at the Resort at the Mountain in
Welches, Oregon. The Water Law Seminar covered a wide range of topics related to recent 5]
Oregon legislative action. Speakers included Representative Jackie Dingfelder (Portland),

Representative Bob Jenson (Pendleton), representatives from WRD, and several water user /

organi zations. The presentations varied nS|ght
ananimat ed roundtable discussion on nSeeklng ared{ Sol |
lobbyist, state agency, and water user perspectives. The final day of the event was a

training workshop on Agricultural Water Management and Conservation Planning, co-
sponsored by WRD and taught by David Evans and Associates, which is discussed
later in this newsletter.

2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

OWRC6s 2007 Annual Conf er e-B0cactheBassWehterr Hbod Rivev lannmbHead 2 7
River, Oregon. This yearésebhamenga®uiiCPast, Anticipating
finding solutions. Presentations ranged from climate change and water supply, to perspectives on managing
stormwater, and a dynamic roundtable on water and land use planning. Speakers included US Senator

Gordon Smith, BOR Commissioner Robert Johnson, WRD Director Phil Ward, his Idaho counterpart Director

David Tuthill, and numerous representatives from government agencies and water user organizations. Other
highlights included: Separate proclamations from Governor Kulongoski and Commissioner Johnson in
recognition of OWRCG6s anniversary, and Congressman Gr

In conjunction with the two-day conference, there were three workshops scheduled during the week:

Introduction to Land Use and Planning Processes Workshop, taught by Liz Dickson, Bill Ganong, and Willie

Tiffany; Best Management Practices Workshop presented by Special Districts Association of Oregon; and

training for district board members on ethics and other topics presented by the Ethics Commission and the

Capital Press. The Land Use Workshopwasinr esponse t o difa bhetpasthegsfdce isseegue st s
resulting from developments near on inside districts and increasing regulatory requirements on water

transmission.

I n recogni ti o'hannivérsar® \WR dnhes préymm focused on moments throughout OWRC
history. Bill Ganong was the MC for the evening and provided just the right mix of brevity and introspection on
O WR C (past using available historyandh i s f at h eBeviBsidgawatdr enslertook some research about
the past presidents, and
her and other members
read early history and
biographical information
of the pioneering
presidents and
members of OWRC
from their region. There
were six past OWRC
presidents in attendance. Pictured are (L-R): Dave Solem (OWRC President 1992-93), Don Russell (1988-89), Ron
Nelson (1986-87), and Ladd Henderson (1984-85).

OFFICE MANAGERS MEETING

After a brief hiatus, OWRC is again hosting and organizing meetings for district office managers. The last
Office Managers meeting was held on October 25" in Salem. The idea was for staff to be able to get together
and have a roundtable discussion on topics of interest to the various districts and staff. The meeting started
with OWRC Executive Director Anita Winkler giving the group an update on the 2007 Legislative Session.
Anita reviewed the PowerPoint presentation that she and Debbie Colbert gave during the Water Law Seminar
the previous week. Anita also provided the group with language contained in the Ethics Reform Package,
which could affect the districts, and the group was able to provide input and questions to be considered for a
presentation during the Annual Conference.
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Staff then discussed a wide variety of administrative topics and offered advice on various computer software,
record keeping, job description development, standards, policies and procedures, fees charged, etc. The
attendees showed a wonderful spirit of cooperation with one another and determined that it would be
advantageous to conduct these meetings twice per year, one in spring and one in fall. Central Oregon Irrigation
District offered to host the spring meeting and Middle Fork Irrigation District offered to host the fall meeting.
(Dates have not been determined at this time, but as soon as they are, | will get notice out to office managers.)

After lunch, the group took a tour of the Oregon State Archives Building. We were able to get a history of how
thearc hi ves began, what i s stored there and we were al/l
upon boxes of documents, books and other information are stored. It was an extremely interesting tour and |

could see that some of us could have stayed there looking through the archives for hours.

Since this is my first newsl ett er aquitkithark gouto évérgbnel i k e t
who has been so kind and patient with me aspportaddie set:t
encouragement.
T Lea Rasura
OWRC Office Administrator

PROJECT UPDATES

AGRICULTURAL WATER MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION PLAN GUIDEBOOK PROJECT

Project Overview Steering Committee Member Perspective
In the summer of 2006, a Bureau of Reclamation It was a pleasure to serve on the Steering Committee
(BOR) funded collaborative project was formally for the Ag. Water Management and Conservation
initiated between the Oregon Water Resources Plan Guidebook Project. My personal take on the
Department (WRD) and OWRC to develop a process is there are a lot of really great people who
guidebook, and related outreach workshops, for care about our Industry and what it stands for. Not

agricultural suppliers to complete Water Management  only for what can we get out of it, but how can we
and Conservation Plans (WMCP) that meet state and  make it better for other interests. Water Management

federal requirements and also serve as useful and Conservation are not new to us; however we
management tools. This project was guided by a must continue to plan, implement, and press forward
steering committee consisting of representatives from  with these efforts. | truly believe the folks in this
seven irrigation and water control districts, WRD, industry are some of the best stewards of our natural
OWRC, BOR, and OSU. resources. In participating with the guidebook

process, one of the main goals (besides meeting the
requirements) was to put together a guidebook that
managers would actually use (You know--not just a
bunch of filler!). Hopefully we accomplished this.

After a few bumps in the
road, the guidebook was
successfully completed
and published in October
of 2007. Terry Buchholz | also enjoyed working on the sample plan. Going
and Jon Burgi from David through this exercise will make you scratch your head
Evans and Associates, Inc.  a little and think--okay--does this management or
conducted a workshop on conservation effort still make sense or do we need to
the guidebook at the 2007 re-evaluate some things? Thanks for selecting

Water Law Seminar. We Ochoco ID to be a part of this! In closing | would ask
are very grateful to Terry and Jon for producing such when you get your guidebook look at the

a high quality and interactive training for our district acknowledgements page; these dedicated people are
members. For more information, or to download an the ones who wrestled through the good and bad to
electronic copy of the Agricultural Water Management  get an end product.

and Conservation Planning Guidebook, visit: .
http://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/mgmt_ag_wmcp.shtm Ocholcslfrsrisglztr;ggegistrict

T April Snell AgWMCP Steering Committee
OWRC Assistant Director
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