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A Note from President Trosi, Continued 
My first Board meeting as your OWRC President 
was a bust, as I had the opportunity to experience 
Rotator Cuff surgery (not something I would 
recommend) a few days before the meeting, and 
the board had to depend on your able Vice 
President, Chuck Wilcox, to lead them through 
the agenda. It is my understanding there was lots 
of discussion regarding funding OWRCôs future as 
a follow-up from the recent board retreat. We will 
need to make some tough budget decisions 
during this year, such as should we increase dues 
(wow!), cut expenses (how?), and find new 
sources of revenue (where?). Whether you have 
ideas on the budget or recommending policy 
direction for the organization I encourage you to 
keep in touch and share your ideas. Getting 
feedback and staying involved is what keeps us 
engaged in the water world.  Again, after days of 
writing it is easy to continue to rattle on, but I just 
got the call that the parts are in for the tractors so 

I better go, spring is here. -  Larry Trosi ,  
    OWRC President 
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A Note from President Trosi 
May Day really means spring time around the Northwest, I 
believe, unless youôre in the Willamette Valley, or Spokane, or 
Northern Idaho.  Since I live in the Willamette Valley I can testify 
to snow, hail, sleet and rain in the last week or two.  The ground 
is still wet enough to restrict the use of our equipment along the 
ditch banks.  I guess thatôs ok because they are broken down 
anyway and the parts are coming from afar.  I was in Reardon & 
Spokane, Washington and Coeur dôAlene, Idaho last week and 
experienced similar weather up there, so I guess it really just 
seems like a normal spring in the Northwest, with one 
exceptionðour snow packs and water supply all appear to be 
way above normal, which should make for a great water year, no 
problems, no complaints, no issues. Yeah Right! 
 

Our Legislative Committee and staff have been working with 
Water Resources Department on its draft legislative concepts for 
the 2009 Legislative Session.  Of interest to our members is a 
concept involving district transfers of water rights that involve a 
supplemental permit or right and a concept related to standing to 
appeal a Final Order issued by the Department.  If you are 
interested in the details of either of these concepts, contact Anita 
Winkler in the OWRC office.  OWRC staff has also met with 
Water Resources Dept. staff and are participating in stakeholder 
meetings to discuss the Departmentôs proposed budget for Fiscal 
Years 2009-2011.  These are only preliminary discussions with 
many more discussions to come and several opportunities for you 
to participate in meetings regarding the Departmentôs budget. 
 

Staff has also encouraged the Department to hold meetings 
around the state to explain the Oregon Water Supply and 
Conservation Initiative and seek input from water users.  The 
meetings, held in March, provided a chance for districts to learn 
about the WSCI and how to provide input to the process and to 
the data bases that are being developed.  There is an update on 
the Initiative in this newsletter edition if you would like learn more. 
 

Another important issue for OWRC is that the Department of 
State Lands (DSL) has begun a rulemaking process for its 
removal-fill rules.  Several OWRC members have volunteered to 
serve on an OWRC committee to review the rules and ensure 
district interests are protected. Our Executive Director, Anita 
Winkler, serves on the technical advisory committee that is 
working with DSL.  If you would like to be a part of the OWRC 
committee reviewing the DSL rules, or any other committee within 
OWRC, please let me or Anita know. 
 

--- Continued right 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORôS REPORT 
One of the advantages to being on this side of publishing the newsletter is that I can see what 
others have covered in their articles and not need to write much!  
 

There are two upcoming conferences in the next few months that are not often nearby:  NWRAôs 
Western Water Seminar and USCIDôs fall conference.  These both provide opportunities for those 
in the irrigation world to meet people from around the country (and around the world in the case of 
the USCID conference), share experiences and learn.   
 

NWRAôs Western Water Seminar is July 28-30 at the Skamania Lodge in Stevenson, Washington.   
There will be a golf tournament on the 28th.  Tom Myrum, the Executive Director of the Washington 
State Water Resources Association and chair of NWRAôs Federal Affairs Committee is in charge 
of planning the conference.  NWRAôs summer conference focuses primarily on federal and 
western water policy and typically includes policy makers from Washington D.C.  OWRC typically 
has only a couple of people attend the Western Water Seminar.  This is a chance for you to attend 
and interact with other NWRA members. 
 

 USCIDôs fall conference, ñManaging Water in a Climate Changing World,ò will be in Portland 
September 17-20th.  Conference plans include a Wednesday morning tour of Stevens Water 
Monitoring Systems facility in Portland and a Saturday tour of the irrigation districts in the Hood 
Basin highlighting their efforts to protect fish and the impact of the glacier melt on their 
infrastructure and operations.   As the title indicates, the focus of this conference is on makings 
sure we can meet water needs during a period of climate changes.  Topics being developed for 
the agenda include figuring out new curves for managing reservoirs since historical curves may 
not work, how to allocate water under existing water laws, and alternate sources of supply. 
  

I have been appointed to OSUôs Institute for Water and Watersheds (IWW) Advisory Board.  The 
Board met for the first time in April at which time IWW staff and staff from other OSU departments 
took us through a packed day of information about activities that are a part of the IWW or related 
to the IWW.  We then spent time discussing future activities that IWW might undertake.  The Board 
is a diverse group of consultants, policy makers and legislatures, and groups like OWRC that work 
in Oregonôs water world. 
 

During its recent retreat, the Board began to evaluate member services, explore additional 
services OWRC could provide, and evaluate how we provide the services wit h the intent of truly 
becoming the best at what we do.  In that process, the Board is looking at the committees and 
their functions, the resources needed to meet that goal of becoming the best, and the different 
means for developing those resources.  Needless to say, this is not an easy task nor can it be 
completed quickly.  This will be an on-going effort for this year.   I hope you will you talk to your 
respective regional directors or your affiliate directors if you have suggestions.  Of course, you can 
always give those suggestions to an officer or to staff as well.  
 

Watching the recent rain (and sometimes snow and hail) fall and hearing the nightly weather 
reports of record amounts of snowfall and record snowpack on the ground in the Cascades this 
late in the year, it has been hard to think about climate change and the impact on water at times.  
Nevertheless, this topic calls for attention on a daily basis given the media coverage, 
Congressional initiatives, and the Governorôs initiative.  OWRC is involved is these activities in 
different ways and will keep you posted about them.  For now, I just hope that we continue to have 
a cool spring so that the snow can melt gradually and work its way to the reservoirs and we can 
avoid flooding.   For all of our member districts and water users, I hope this record snowfall will 
provide a good irrigation year for you. 
 

ï Anita Winkler, OWRC Executive Director 
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HAPPENINGS FROM LEAôS DESK 
The 2008 OWRC Member Directory is ready to go to print!  The proofs were faxed or 
emailed out to all of our members the second week of April and Iôm getting the final revisions 
completed.  This has been a bit of a process because weôve slightly changed the formatting 
and listings were re-generated from scratch.  We expect to be sending out the new 
directories by the end of May.   
 

The 2008 District Management Survey will be the next big project that I will be working on 
and needing your assistance with.  I have been looking at how to reformat this survey to 
make it (perhaps) a bit more specific in the information we are seeking and user friendly so 
that more districts respond.  Once it is sent out, we will give the districts about a month to 
get the information filled in and returned and I should have the summary completed by fall.   
We appreciate the time and effort our districts put into completing this annual survey. 

 

Thanks for Your Continued Support of OWRC! 
ï Lea Rasura 

OWRC Office Administrator
 

EVENT UPDATES 

2008 TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR AND HYDRO WORKSHOP 
 

OWRC is planning some new events this fall for district and affiliate members 
alike.  While these events are still in the preliminary planning phases, we want to 
tell you about them and hope that you will mark your calendars for the dates 
below. 
 

This fall, OWRC will be at the Sunriver Resort in Central Oregon from October 
22-24 for a one-day Technology Seminar on new technologies and a one-day 
Hydro Workshop, co-sponsored by the Northwest Hydroelectric Association, 
which will provide training on small and micro hydroelectric systems.  The 
Technology Seminar will be preceded by the 2008 OWRC Golf Tournament and 19th Hole Party. 
 

The Technology Seminar will be held Thursday, October 23, and is designed to provide district managers, field 
staff, and others with the newest technological advancements related to irrigation management.  This event is 
also an opportunity for OWRC affiliates to showcase their work in designing, engineering, and manufacturing 
irrigation technologies.  For affiliates interesting in presenting at the seminar, there will be a request for 
presentation ideas emailed to affiliate members and posted on the OWRC website by the end of May.  
Presentations will be selected and organized by July using a steering committee.  There will also be exhibit 
opportunities available at the Technology Seminar.  Exhibit applications will be available in August.  
 

The Small and Micro-Hydroelectric Workshop will be held on Friday, October 24, and will provide training on 
how to set-up a small or micro-hydroelectric system.  The workshop will feature various speakers, including 
representatives from the state agencies that are involved in the hydropower permitting process (WRD, DOE), 
and the Northwest Hydroelectric Association.  A step-by-step guidebook on how to navigate the hydroelectric 
permitting process, newly developed by NWHA and DOE, will be included with the workshop. 
 

Last, but certainly not least, we hope that you will join us for the 2008 OWRC Golf 
Tournament and 19th Hole Party on Wednesday, October 22.  This year golfers will have 
the opportunity to play on Sunriverôs Crosswater Course, rated by Golf Digest as ñ#28 of 
America's top 100 Greatest Golf Courses.ò  For golfers and non-golfers alike, the 19th Hole 
Party in the evening will be filled with good food, beverages, and of course good company.  
There will also be other activities available at the Resort.   
 

For more information about these events, click on the OWRC event link at: www.owrc.org/OWRCevents.htm.   
 

Mark your calendars for October 22-24 and we look forward to seeing you there! 
 

ï April Snell 
OWRC Assistant Director  


